Phoenix Files History
g ARIZONA

Hotels — Motels — Tourist Homes — Restaurants
' - Bisbee
. - : el Hotel Copper Queen
The Negro Traﬁefers Crands
Deluxe Motel Hwy. 84, East

1002 16th Street

Flag Staff
Nackard Inn Motel

Green Book |-
7 7 Faustina Wilson Tourist Home

.....15. So. San Francisco

Park Plaza Motel Rts. 66 & 89

El Rancho Flag Staff, Box 1241
Grand yon

Bright Angle

. El Toya Hotel

Kingman

‘White Rock Motel Rt. 66, East End of Town

Mountain Villa Motel Hwy. 66, East
Mesa

Peter Pan Motel 620 Main St.
Nogales

El Porto Motel Tucon Road
Phoenix

*PADUCAH HOTEL
Reasonable Rates

14 North 6th Street
Write for Reservations

Hotel Rice 535 East Jefferson Street
Lucille’s Motel 2021 E. Van Buren St.

*SWINDALL’S TOURIST HOME ... ..1021 East Washington St.
Reasonable Rates Comfortable Accommodations
Write or Phone for Reservations, Tel: AL 2-1102

Louis Jordan Tourist Home 2118 Violet Dr. East
Mrs. L. Stewart Tourist Home.......ccc...1134 East Jefferson Street
Jackson’s Tourist Home. 811 East Monroe
Gardener’s Tourist Home ... 1229 East Washington St.
Alhambia Restaurant ... .1246-48 East Washington St.

CARRY YOUR GREEN BOOK
WITH YOU
YOU MAY NEED IT

5=

Presented with the c

MALDNEY'S “GUEST i

1068 McRAE STREET
Ph. EL: 4-2243.» Bliagara Falls, Ont.

Tapp’s Restaurant

209 West Hadley St.

Rose Restaurant.

947 West Watkins Rd.

- Prescott
Mission Lodge 1211 E. Gurley
Tucson
Rio Motel Junction, Highway 80-84-89
Mrs. Louise Pitts Tourist Home.....oo-.......722 North Perry Street

Sage & Sand Motel

314 Benson Hwy.

Spanish Trail Motel

305 B Hwy.

Listing from 1957 Green Book

Righteous Recommendations

The original ‘green’ travel guide wasn’t about eco-friendly resorts. Instead, it steered
African-Americans toward friendly Arizona businesses during racial segregation.

ITH ITS BRILLIANT sunshine

and spectacular desert land-

scapes, Phoenix aggressively
promoted itselfas the “winter playground of
the Southwest” starting in the 1920s. Tour-
ists had a smorgasbord of exciting lodging
options, including elegant downtown ho-
tels, posh outlying resorts and follksy motor
courts conveniently situated along the new
highways heading through the city.

Such fashionable accommodations were
only available, however, if the travelers were
white.

The experience of Robert Foster, an Afri-
can-American physician and Army veteran
driving from Louisiana to southern Califor-
nia in 1953, reveals a less-than-welcoming
city divided along racial lines. As recounted
in The Warmth of Other Suns: the Epic Story of

America’s Great Migration, by Isabel Wilker-
son, a weary Foster entered Phoenix looking
for a place to spend the night.

Thinking he had left racial segregation
behind at the Texas border, the well-dressed
doctor selected an attractive roadside motel
to spend the night, only to be told by the flus-
tered owners that they had forgotten to turn
off the vacancy sign. Driving to the next mo-
tel, Foster was politely informed that they had
“just rented their last room.” His request for
lodging was also rejected at a third motel.

At a fourth motel, Foster was refused
again, and the couple behind the front desk
finally told him the truth. “We’re from Illi-
nois. We don’t share the opinion of the people
in this area. But if we take you [an African-
American] in, the rest of the motel owners will
ostracize us. We just can’t do it. I’'m sorry.”

Sadly, such racial prejudice in Phoenix
wasn’t limited to just a handful of motel own-
ers. African-Americans were segregated by
law in Phoenix public schools from 1910 to
1953, and many local businesses weren’t in-
tegrated until passage and rigorous enforce-
ment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. “Restau-
rants wouldn’t serve you, and we had to sit
in the balcony of theaters,” recalls African-
American and long-time Phoenix City Coun-
cilman Calvin Goode, who moved to Phoenix
in1944.

Faced with such discriminatory condi-
tions, African-American travelers had diffi-
culty finding overnight accommodations or a
hot meal. As a result, like an updated version
of the “underground railroad,” alternative
means for supporting black travelers evolved
across the nation. Hotels and cafés that ca-
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tered to non-white tourists opened, often by
African-American entrepreneurs. In areas
without large African-American populations,
however, there were few such businesses.
But black families were aided immeasur-
ably when, in 1936, a Harlem postal worker
named Victor Green published the Negro
Motorist Green Book. The publication came to
be thought of as the AAA Travel and Survival
Guide for African Americans.

The first “Green” book listed hotels,
restaurants and other facilities where black
customers were welcome around New York
City. The guide - which featured the Mark
Twain quotation “Travel is fatal to preju-
dice” - became an instant underground
bestseller. Networking with other postal
workers across the country, Green quickly
expanded the guide to include the entire
nation, Canada and Mexico. The guide cost
25 cents in 1939 with the cover price in-
creasing to $1.25 by the 1957 issue. It was
distributed by mail, at Esso service stations
and at some black-owned businesses.

Many of the Phoenix businesses were
located in the African-American neighbor-
hoods that stretched along Washington and
Jefferson streets, between Central Avenue
and 16th Street. The 1939 edition of the
Green Book recommended the Raymond
Hotel at 607 E. Jefferson St. Lodging could
also be obtained at Mrs. E. Gardner’s Tour-
ist Home, a private black residence open to
travelers, located at 1229 E. Washington St.
The J. Mayse Lunch Room at 46 S. Second
St. was suggested for African-Americans
looking for a hearty meal. Today, these are
the sites of a modern building that houses
the Arizona Bridge to Independent Living
and a parking lot, respectively.

The 1941 edition vouched for the Rice
Hotel at 535 E. Jefferson St., which hosted
such luminaries as jazz musicians Lionel
Hampton and Louis Armstrong, as well as
Major League Baseball’s first black play-
er, Jackie Robinson. The guide also listed
Downtown restaurants such as the Alham-
bra at 246 E. Washington St. and Tapps at
39 S. Second St. Today, the three sites are
part of Chase Field, Phoenix Symphony Hall
and Collier Center, respectively.

In the book’s introduction, Green wrote,
“There will be a day sometime in the near
future when this guide will not have to be
published. That is when we as a race will
have equal rights and privileges in the United
States.”

In Phoenix, small strides were made
toward integration, such as at the Sky Chef
restaurant at Sky Harbor Airport in 1952.
The restaurant refused to serve local Afri-

can-American band lead-
er Louis Jordan for fear of
offending white custom-
ers. But since the airport
was a municipal facility,
city officials decided the
eatery was open to ev-
eryone, according to the
book Minorities in Phoenix
by Bradford Luckingham.
Baseball star Willie
Mays and his black team-
mates broke the color barrier at Hotel Adams
in 1959 when they were allowed to stay there
with the rest of their New York Giants team-
mates. The hotel’s integration occurred only
after Giants Manager Leo Durocher threatened
to withdraw his team from spring training.
After the Civil Rights Act passed, publica-
tion of the Green guide soon ended. Few of its
Phoenix locations are still visible today. But its

near

“There will be a day sometime in the
future when this guide will not
have to be published. That is when
we as a race will have equal rights
and privileges in the United States.”

—VICTOR GREEN, PUBLISHER OF THE NEGRO MOTORIST GREEN BOOK

history influenced Calvin Alexander Ramsey’s
play The Green Book, which makes its world
debut in Atlanta on August 17. Phoenix dates
had not been announced at press time.

“I think young people, maybe for the first
time, get a sense of how African-Americans
pulled together, had an obligation to one an-
other and were a community,” Ramsey says.

— Douglas Towne



